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16-24 Apr | Melbourne Digital Concert Hall
Watch the latest instalments of The Complete
Beethoven Piano and Violin & Piano Sonatas.
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ASC@HOME: A NEW ONLINE COMPETITION ASKS
SINGERS TO STAY HOME

Australian soprano Nicole Car will judge the Classical and Opera round of the competition from her Paris apartment.

by Angus McPherson on April 16, 2020
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While social distancing measures in response to the COVID-19 pandemic meant that the Music & Opera
Singers Trust (MOST) had to cancel the 2020 IFAC Handa Australian Singing Competition, the

organisation has now announced a new competition which will see singers compete online from the

comfort and safety of their homes.

Nicole Car as Mimi in the Metropolitan Opera’s La Bohéme. Photo © Marty Sohl/Metropolitan
Opera

The competition “will be held entirely online and supports stay-at-home measures in force around the
world by requiring all entries to be recorded in a home environment by a solo singer,” MOST said in its

announcement.

The competition — which includes Classical and Opera, Jazz, Contemporary and Music Theatre categories
— is open to singers over the age of 18, who will compete for a cash prize of $1000AUD in each category.
There is no entry fee, the competitors will simply record their solo performances at home and upload their
videos to YouTube. To adhere to social distancing measures, no accompanist may appear in the same room
as the competitor — however, singers may perform with a backing track, accompany themselves, or

perform with an accompanist via video conferencing.

The public will judge the first round, before the top 20 compete in a Final Round in each category, judged
by an internationally-renowned industry professional. The judge for the Classical and Opera round has
been revealed as Australian soprano Nicole Car, who will judge the Final Round from her Paris apartment.

The remaining celebrity judges will be announced shortly.

Entries open on April 20, with audience voting to commence on May 25. The finalists will be announced
on June 9, with the winners announced on July 1. In addition to the prize money, winners may have the

chance to perform at a public concert in Sydney, Australia, in September 2020, circumstances permitting.

“It’s been a hard couple of months for musicians in Australia and around the world. With concerts,
competitions and rehearsals cancelled for most of the year and with many feeling isolated and struggling
financially and creatively, we are all turning to the arts for comfort. Music has never been more

important,” MOST said. “We're all in this together and music can help us through.”
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16 Apr, 7:30pm | Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Sir Andrew Davis conducts Berlioz’s L Enfance du
Christ in this recording from the 2018 season.

MSO “HIBERNATES”
ITS MUSICIANS

NICOLE CAR
LAUNCHES
FREELANCE ARTIST
RELIEF AUSTRALIA

JOIN THE MSO
VIRTUAL CHOIR AND
SING WALTZING
MATILDA FOR ANZAC
DAY

THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
UNVEILS $27 MILLION
SUPPORT PACKAGE
FOR THE ARTS

DEGRADED AND
DEMORALISED: THE
ARTS COMPANIES
LEFT BEHIND

ALEC BALDWIN JOINS
AUSSIE ACTORS IN
LIVE STREAMED
READING

AUSTRALIAN ARTISTS
UNITE TODAY IN A
DAY OF ACTION

THE 37TH GREEN
ROOM AWARDS
PRESENTED AT
ONLINE CEREMONY

MELBOURNE DIGITAL
CONCERT HALL
RAISES $35K FOR
MUSICIANS

ARTS SECTOR
REELING AFTER
LATEST AUSTRALIA
COUNCIL
ANNOUNCEMENT

THE AUSTRALIAN
CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA
LAUNCHES ACO
HOMECASTS

BELL SHAKESPEARE
ANNOUNCES FILM
FESTIVAL

THE AUSTRALIAN
BALLET: AT HOME
WITH BALLET TV

MUSICIANS AROUND
THE WORLD PAY
TRIBUTE TO HEALTH
WORKERS

THE TEN GREATEST
SELF-ISOLATING
COMPOSERS

NEW CULTURAL
SECTOR SUPPORT
FROM THE CITY OF
SYDNEY AND CITY OF
MELBOURNE
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Discover how Yo-Yo Ma is bridging cultures with a
unique event, learn about the restorative powers of

music, and read up on the history of ballet music.

Arts Support

A number of organisations provide support for

musicians, artists and arts workers. During these

challenging times for the arts industry, many have set
up services to deal specifically with the COVID-19

crisis and its effect on the arts community.
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